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SECTION A
Reading Skills (22 marks)

1. Read the following passage carefully : 12

(1) In recent years, the rise of digital education has revolutionized the way

students in India learn. With the advent of high speed internet and

widespread smartphone use, online learning platforms have become

increasingly popular. These platforms offer a wide range of courses,

from academic subjects to vocational skills, enabling students to learn

at their own pace and convenience. The flexibility of digital education is

beneficial where traditional classroom learning cannot take place.

Many students and educators have now embraced this new mode of

learning, recognizing its potential.

(2) However, this shift to digital learning is not without its challenges. One

major issue is the digital divide, which refers to the gap between those

who have access to the internet and those who do not. In rural areas

and among economically disadvantaged communities, many students

lack the necessary devices or reliable internet connections to

participate in online classes. This has led to concerns about unequal

access to education and the potential for widening educational

disparities. For instance, a study by the National Sample Survey Office

revealed that only 24% of Indian households have internet access,

highlighting the extent of the digital divide.

(3) Another significant challenge is the effectiveness of digital learning.
While some students thrive in an online environment, others struggle
with the lack of face-to-face interaction and the self-discipline required
to stay on track. Teachers also face difficulties in both engaging
students as well as providing personalized feedback in a virtual setting.
The absence of a structured classroom environment can lead to
distractions and reduced motivation among students. Furthermore, the
lack of direct social interaction impacts social skills and emotional
development.
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(4) To address these issues, various initiatives have been launched.

Government programmes aim to provide digital devices and improve

internet connectivity in far-off areas. Educational platforms are

developing more interactive and engaging content to enhance the

online learning experience. Blended learning models, which combine

online and offline methods, are being explored to offer a more balanced

strides in promoting digital literacy and bridging the technological gap.

(5) The potential of digital education extends beyond formal schooling.

Online platforms provide opportunities for lifelong learning, allowing

individuals to acquire new skills and knowledge throughout their lives.

This is particularly relevant in a rapidly changing job market, where

continuous upskilling and reskilling are essential. Digital education

empowers individuals to take control of this learning journey, breaking

down traditional barriers to education. Moreover, it offers flexibility for

working professionals and homemakers, who can access educational

resources without disrupting their daily schedules.

(6) As we navigate this digital revolution in education, it is crucial to

ensure that no one is left behind. Bridging the digital divide,

supporting teachers and students, and fostering an inclusive and

effective online learning environment are essential to realizing the full

potential of digital education in India. Policy-makers, educators, and

the private sector must collaborate to create sustainable solutions that

address the diverse needs of the population. Only then can we harness

the power of digital education.
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Answer the following questions, based on the above passage :

(i) According to paragraph (1), what advantages do online learning
platforms offer to students ? 1

(ii)
education ? 1

(iii) Read the following sentence. 1

many students lack the necessary devices or reliable internet

The concern the above statement points towards is ________.

Choose the correct response from the two options to complete the
sentence.

A. an increasing gap between those living in cities and those living
in villages

B. a growing divide in the educational opportunities for children

(iv) How does the lack of social interaction in digital learning affect
1

(v) Provide one textual evidence with reference to paragraph (3), to
prove the following : 1
The absence of a structured classroom environment can lead to
distractions among students.

(vi) Complete the analogy with one word from paragraph (4) : 1
flexibility : adaptability : : integrated : _________.
(A) paced (B) blended
(C) balanced (D) created

(vii) Give one benefit of continuous upskilling and reskilling. 1

(viii) Assess the potential challenges or benefits of lifelong learning
through digital platforms, as outlined in paragraph (5). 2

(ix) To realize the full potential of digital India, it is important to
___________ an environment that provides education for all. 2
(A) refrain (B) replicate
(C) nurture (D) commemorate

(x) We can harness the power of digital education if 1
(A) educators and policy-makers help create sustainable solutions.
(B) we shift back to traditional classrooms.
(C) we further extend the digital divide.
(D) we control the internet connections.
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2. Read the following passage carefully : 10

(1) Introduction : In the face of rapid urbanization, effective waste

management has become a critical issue in Indian cities. This case

study aims to analyze the recycling practices among different

demographics in urban India and their implications for sustainable

urban development.

(2) Methodology : A survey was conducted among residents of various

urban areas, ranging from teenagers to elderly citizens, to determine

their waste management and recycling habits. Participants were asked

to indicate their preferred methods of waste disposal and recycling and

provide reasons for their choices. The data was then analyzed to

identify trends and patterns among different age groups.

(3) Survey Examination : The survey comprehensively examined waste

disposal habits. Participants were encouraged to share the reasons for

their selections, providing invaluable insight into waste management

behaviour.

(4) Results : The survey results revealed interesting insights into waste

management and recycling practices among different age groups.

S.
No.

Age group
for preference

% Preferred
Method Reasons for Preference

1. Teenagers 55% Recycling Environment awareness, school
programme, peer pressure

2. Young adults 68% Recycling &
Reuse

Sustainability, convenience,
social responsibility

3. Middle-aged 73% Segregation
at source

Health concerns, civic
responsibility, easy to manage

4. Elderly 62% Traditional
disposal

Habit, lack of awareness,
convenience
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(5) Implications for Interventions : By discerning the diverse
preferences among different age groups, policy-makers and
environmental activists can not only make interventions to address
specific demographic needs, but also delve into the underlying
motivations and influences guiding these choices. For instance,
targeting educational campaigns towards teenagers and young adults
could empower them to adopt sustainable waste management practices.
Concurrently, efforts to enhance the infrastructure for segregation at
source and provide incentives for recycling could improve overall waste
management.

(6) Conclusion : The survey outcomes serve as a roadmap for designing
targeted interventions that not only cater to diverse demographic needs
but also foster a culture of sustainability. By harnessing the insights
gleaned from this study, stakeholders can collaboratively work towards
building cleaner and more sustainable urban environments for future
generations.

Answer the following questions, based on the given passage :

(i) Complete the following suitably : 1

In the introduction, the researcher links rapid urbanization with
waste management by highlighting that ___________.

(ii) What would the following be classified as ? 1

To examine waste management practices across various age groups
in detail.
Select the appropriate response.

(A) Primary purpose

(B) Secondary objective

(C) Method of analysis

(D) Research outcome

(iii) Give two points to support why it is likely that recycling was given
as an option to the survey participants to choose from, in the study
on waste management practices. 2
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(iv)
Classify the following sentences as motivation or intervention. 1

(A) Targeting educational campaigns towards teenagers and
young adults could empower them to adopt sustainable waste
management practices.

(B) Efforts to enhance the infrastructure for segregation at source.

(v) Read the following text : 1
Radhika actively participates in school programmes that promote
recycling. Her neighbour, Ragini, prefers recycling and reusing
items for their environmental benefits. However, their neighbour
Mrs. Gupta sticks to traditional disposal methods out of habit.

Select the option that identifies the correct demographic they belong
to :

(A) Radhika middle-aged; Ragini young adult;
Mrs. Gupta elderly

(B) Radhika teenager; Ragini young adult;
Mrs. Gupta elderly

(C) Radhika young adult; Ragini elderly;
Mrs. Gupta middle-aged

(D) Radhika elderly; Ragini middle-aged;
Mrs. Gupta teenager

(vi) Why is the percentage to adopt recycling methods higher among
young adults ? 1

(vii) Analyze how targeted interventions based on the diverse waste
management preferences of different age groups can lead to
improved environmental outcomes. (paragraph 5) 2

(viii) What is the ultimate goal for stakeholders, based on the insights
from the study ? 1
(A) Increase profitability through enhanced recycling infrastructure
(B) Build cleaner urban environments
(C) Reduce the cost of waste management
(D) Expand the range of recycling programmes available
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SECTION B
Creative Writing Skills (18 marks)

3. Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in about 50 words. 4

(a) Meet

the President of the Sports Club, write a notice for the school notice

board mentioning the schedule of the event with time, date, venue

and sport. Also include participation criteria, registration process

and contact information. Put your notice in a box.

OR

(b) With the onset of winter there will be a change is school uniform and

timings. As the Administrative Head, write a notice for the school

notice board informing students and teachers of the changes.

Include all necessary details. Put your notice in a box.

4. Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in about 50 words. 4

(a) You are Rajni/Rakesh Gupta, Director of Green Earth Foundation.

Draft an invitation inviting Roohi, Project Head Save our Cities

Mention a compelling highlight of the discussion along with other

necessary details.

OR

(b) An invitation had been issued by Nishika/Nitin HR Head of your

company, inviting you to attend the annual cultural festival of the

office. As Neha/Nishant, Assistant Manager, HR, draft a reply in

not more than 50 words, consenting to attend.
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5. Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in 120 150 words. 5

(a) Write a letter to the editor of a national daily highlighting the issue
of plastic waste and the importance of reducing the use of single-use
plastics. Also suggest effective ways to raise awareness about the
issue. You may use some of the given cues along with your own ideas
to draft the letter. You are Mukesh/Mahima of 473, Hembagh,

Plastic Pollution its effects

Damage soil, choke animals, poison ground water

Health Risks inhalation and absorption of micro plastics

Carry reusable shopping bags

Government bans and penalties

OR

(b) You are Maya/Mohit from P-3, New Colony, Ranbagh. You came

Mega Corporation Ltd. You decide to apply for the same. Write your
application along with your bio-data.

MEGA CORPORATION
REQUIRES

HR Consultant

Responsibilities
Recruiting
Performance evaluations
Leadership development and training

Qualifications and Skills
Graduate in any discipline
Good sales and negotiation skills
Confident and positive attitude

Contact : Director, Mega Corporation
27A Jhalapur, Ranbagh
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6. Attempt any one of the two, (a) or (b), in 120 150 words. 1 5=5

(a) With the increasing popularity of social media, there is a threat, a

new form of addiction which is impacting young and old alike. Write

an article exploring the positive and negative effects of social media

on people today. Provide examples to illustrate your points wherever

necessary. You may use some of the given cues along with your own

ideas. You are Sumita/Sumit, a concerned citizen.

Benefits of Social Media :

access to information

helps spread awareness

less expensive than traditional marketing

Disadvantages :

indiscriminately used by people

misinformation and fake news

addiction can affect mental health, disrupt

sleep pattens, increase stress

OR

(b) You are Anirudh/Aarushi, a Class XI student and member of the

school magazine editorial board. Write a comprehensive report

detailing the activities undertaken by students as part of the

the events, participation details, and the overall impact of these

activities on the school community. You may organise you report by

using the following cues :

Who What When Where Why How
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SECTION C

Literature (40 marks)

7. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the

given two, (a) or (b) : 1×6=6

(a) What I want should not be

confused

with total inactivity.

Life is what it is about;

I want no truck with death.

If we were not so single-minded

about keeping our lives moving

(Keeping Quiet)

(i)
1

(ii) What does the term single-mindedness not imply in the given
extract ? 1

(A) persistence

(B) determination

(C) narrow-mindedness

(D) tenacity

(iii)
_____________. 1

(iv)
____________ (irony/satire) in the perception that peace means
doing nothing. 1
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(v) Read the assertion and the reason below, with reference to the
given extract : 1

Assertion : The poet values an active and meaningful life.

Reason : Inactivity is equated with leisure, which the

poet rejects.

Choose the correct option.

(A) Both the assertion and the reason are true.

(B) The assertion is true, but the reason is false.

(C) Both the assertion and the reason are false.

(D) Both the assertion and the reason are true, but the
reason is not the correct explanation of the assertion.

(vi) State in one sentence, what advice you would give to those
engaged in ceaseless mechanized activity. 1

OR

(b) Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing

A flowery band to bind us to the earth,

Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth

Of noble natures, of the gloomy days,

-darkened ways

Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all,

Some shape of beauty moves away the pall

From our dark spirits.
(A Thing of Beauty)

(i) Select the phrase that suggests the following : 1

In difficult times, beauty comes to our aid, in some form or the

other, to make us overcome these difficulties.
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(ii) not represent in the
given extract ? 1

(A) connections to life

(B) a thing of beauty

(C) imprisonment

(D) earthly ties

(iii) Complete the following suitably. 1

(iv)

___________ (scarcity/plentitude) of noble human qualities. 1

(v) Read the assertion and the reason below, with reference to the

given extract : 1

Assertion : The poet values beauty as it overcomes

despondence and gloom.

Reason :

comfort and lifts our spirit.

Choose the correct option.

(A) Both the assertion and the reason are true and the
reason is the correct explanation of the assertion.

(B) Both the assertion and the reason are true, but the
reason is not the correct explanation of the assertion.

(C) The assertion is true, but the reason is false.

(D) The assertion is false, but the reason is true.

(vi) State in one sentence, what advice would you give to those

facing dark times. 1
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8. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the
given two, (a) or (b) : 1×4=4

(a) Six hundred and fifty million years ago, a giant amalgamated
southern supercontinent Gondwana did indeed exist, centred
roughly around the present-day Antarctica. Things were quite

climate was much warmer, hosting a huge variety of flora and fauna.
For 500 million years Gondwana thrived, but around the time when
the dinosaurs were wiped out and the age of mammals got under
way, the landmass was forced to separate into countries, shaping the
globe much as we know it today.

(Journey to the end of the Earth)

(i) What was the climate like in Antarctica before the humans
arrived on the global scene ? 1

(ii) Gondwana existed nearly ____________. 1

(iii) Select the suitable option to complete the following :
Gondwana, separating into countries, contributes to the

1
(A) complexity of geological processes
(B) simplicity of continental formation
(C) speed of geological changes
(D) stability of ancient landmasses

(iv) What difference does the author draw between then and now ? 1

OR
(b) Not that he faced no dangers. There were times when the bullet

missed its mark, the tiger leapt upon him and he fought the beast
with his bare hands. Each time it was the Maharaja who won.
At another time he was in danger of losing his throne. A
high-ranking British officer visited Pratibandapuram. He was very
fond of hunting tigers. And fonder of being photographed with the
tigers he had shot.

(The Tiger King)

(i) Complete the following suitably : 1
The passage indicates that the British officer visited
Pratibandapuram because __________.
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(ii) What danger was faced by the Maharaja on the tiger hunt ? 1

(iii) From the given extract, it is evident that the Maharaja was a
_____________ man. 1

(iv) Select the suitable option to complete the following : 1

(A) indifference towards hunting

(B) desire for recognition/fame

(C) love for tigers

(D) love for photography

9. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the
given two, (a) or (b) : 1×6=6

(a) The make-up department of the Gemini Studios was in the upstairs

The make-up room had the look of a hair-cutting salon with lights at
all angles around half a dozen large mirrors. They were all
incandescent lights, so you can imagine the fiery misery of those
subjected to make-up. The make-up department was first headed by
a Bengali who became too big for the studio and left.

(Poets and Pancakes)

(i)
____________ of the actors. 1

(A) realization
(B) confusion
(C) expectation
(D) discomfort

(ii) Select the correct option from those given in brackets to fill in
the blank. 1
The description of the make-up room is a/an ___________
(criticism/admiration) of the make-up department in Gemini
Studios.
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(iii) Complete the following suitably : 1

The historical significance of the make-up room was

___________.

(iv) With reference to the given extract, what does the reference to

1

(v) Select the textual option that is closest to indicating a sense of

discomfort. 1

(A) The make-up room had the look of a hair-cutting salon.

(B) The make-up department was first headed by a gang of
nationally integrated make-up men.

(C) They were all incandescent lights, so you can imagine the
fiery misery.

(D) The make-up department head was at first a Bengali,
who soon quit.

(vi) What was the fate of the head of the make-up department ? 1

OR

(b) Umberto Eco: Aah, now that is more difficult to explain. I have some

philosophical interests and I pursue them through my academic work

and my novels. Even my books for children are about non-violence

and peace...you see, the same bunch of ethical, philosophical

interests.

And then I have a secret. Did you know what will happen if you

eliminate the empty spaces from the universe, eliminate the empty

spaces in all the atoms ? The universe will become as big as my fist.

Similarly, we have a lot of empty spaces in our lives. I call them

interstices. Say you are coming over to my place. You are in an

elevator and while you are coming up, I am waiting for you. This is

an interstice, an empty space. I work in empty spaces.

(The Interview)
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(i) What does Umberto

reveal about him ? 1

(ii) Select the correct option from those given in brackets to fill in

the blank. 1

(similar/experimental) interests.

(iii) What example of an interstice does Umberto Eco give ? 1

(iv)

with reference to the given text. 1

(A) strong

(B) stingy

(C) very small

(D) abundant

(v) What secret is Umberto referring to ? 1

(vi) Umberto Eco says, he works in interstices. By this, he means

that he works ________. 1

(A) in empty spaces

(B) when he is in the university

(C) on his philosophical interest

(D) when he is with children
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10. Answer any five of the following six questions in 40 50 words each. 5 2=10

(i) How does the poet highlight the mean and selfish nature of the city

dwellers ? (A Roadside Stand)

(ii)

had money she would buy a boutique ? (Going Places)

(iii) What caused the lack of communication between the Englishman

and the people at Gemini Studios ? (Poets and Pancakes)

(iv) Give a brief account of the reception that Gandhi got in Motihari ?

(Indigo)

(v) Why was Douglas determined to get over his fear of water ?
(Deep Water)

(vi) According to the poet, beauty is everlasting. Explain.
(A Thing of Beauty)

11. Answer any two of the following three questions in 40 50 words each. 2 2=4

(i) How have human beings contributed in the paltry amount of time

they have been on this Earth ?

(Journey to the end of the Earth)

(ii) What did the note inside the first day cover reveal ?

(The Third Level)

(iii) Why does Derry want to go home as soon as he comes face to face

with Mr Lamb ?

(On The Face Of It)
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12. Answer any one of the following two questions in 120 150 words : 1 5=5

(a)

guiding lights of self-realization to Franz and the peddler

respectively. Comment.

OR

(b) -

conflict. Explain.

13. Answer any one of the following two questions in 120 150 words : 1 5=5

(a) Dr. Sadao emerges as both a true patriot and a compassionate

human being. Elaborate. (The Enemy)

OR

(b) autobiographical episodes of

Zitkala-Sa and Bama. They both come from marginalized

communities, and look back on their childhood to reflect on their

relationships with mainstream culture. Elaborate.


